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Nuclear Shot to Jolt Mississippi Area 


■ WASHINGTON (UPI) — 
|l?he government said it 
Jmay crack some walls, 
Stopple a few chimneys, 
|and smash some windows 
fend crockery with an un- 
derground nuclear explo- 
sion in Mississippi Septem- 
ber 22. 

| It asked 54 persons liv- 
ing within a mile and a 
fhalf of the explosion site to 
^eave the area for a few 
1 'flours that day. Local au- 
thorities, it was said, will 
Abe asked to remove any- 
lone who refuses to leave 
Ivoluntarily. 

i Persons living at greater 


distances — out to 4% 
miles — were urged or ad- 
vised to remain outdoors 
at the time of the blast. 

The explosion will be set 
off 28 miles southwest of 
Hattiesburgh at a depth of 
2,700 feet as part of a proj- 
ect to develop techniques 
for detecting underground 
atomic tests by other na- 
tions. 

The shot is expected to 
trigger ground shock 
waves comparable to those 
generated by an earth- 
quake. The government is 
arranging to shore up all 
buildings in the area of 


possible damage and to buildings, including 17 
protect breakable objects homes, occupied by 54 per- 
inside them. jfins. Maximum damage, 


The planned detonation 
will be the first in an area 
with an appreciable num- 
ber of homes and other 
buildings close enough toi 
the blast site to be suscep-1 
tible to damage. 1 

The AEC estimated the! 
“maximum credible dam-* 
age” — to structures in 
various zones ranging 
from 1.6 miles from the 
explosion out to 4.5 miles. 
The estimates were based 
on earthquake studies. 

In the closest zone a.re 94 


/without advance strength- 
| e n i n g, would include: 

■ cracking of masonry 
walls, the snapping of inse- 
cure chimneys at the roof 
line with falling brick 
smashing through roofs, 
the shifting of frame build- 
ings on their foundations, 
s. and the breaking of win- 
dow glass. 

From that zone outward 
the worst possible damage 
would be some cracking of 
plaster and masonry and 
some broken windows. 

In the region from 1.6 


miles out to 2.6 miles are 
249 buildings, including 50 
homes ’occupied by 164 
persons. These people are 
being urged to stay out- 
doors at the time of the 
shot. 

In the next zone, out to 
4.5 miles, are some 700 
residents who are being 
merely advised to remain 
outdoors. 


Arrangements have been 
made to make prompt set- 
tlement for any property 



plosion. Evacuated resi- 
dents will be paid a trav- 
el allowance. 



